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Rabbi, Mother, Relatives and Friends

Thank you all for coming to help me celebrate my Bar Mitazva.

Tomorrow in the synagogue we Will read the Torah portion Toldos.

In this Torah portion we learn about the birth of Yakov and Aesov,

Jacob and Esau and their continuing struggle. Aesov and Yaakov were

completely different. They had different values. The Torah describes

simple man or & whole man. He was the
Yaakov as an Eesh Tohm, a ssx¥yexyamxpwxexwimysxzamf is

same inside and outside. He didn't act one way to ome person and

another way to another person. He put on no airs. He acted outside

his parents presence the same way he acted in their presence.

a
Aesov on the other hand was cunning hunter who acted as the situation
demanded. Some Rabbis say that the reason the Torah mentions that
Aesov when he was born was covered all over with hair.(That is what
the name Aesov means) was to emphasize the fact that his outside was
not the same as his inside. He acted differently when he was in
his parents presence than when he wah outside of his parents presence.

The Torah tells us that Aesov slways honored his parents by acting
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correctly in public”in their presence. It however emphasizes

the point tHat Aesov did not care for hie parents values. He was
convinced that the only way to get ahead wae to take advantage of
puspInXandxgus

people and "get them before they got you."

After reading all this I'm bothered by the questiocn, "Why did Isaac
his father want to give him the bleasing at all and if he had a good
reason why didn't Rebeasca his wife permit him to give Aesov the
blessing?" Perhaps the anawer to this question is that Isaac and

Rebecca had a different idea of what is required of a person.

Isase thought that as long as ppwson acted alright in publie, even
ItxhmxrekedxExtyriwxpxk

if he acted badly in private it wae O.K. to give him leadership, since
his private life didn't matter, but Rebecca knew better. She knew
that if a person acted only correct in public but badly in private

he would soon after his parents or others whose good will he might
want to retain passed on, act badly im publie too.

A Man's true values are revealed the way he acts in private not in

the way he acts in public. If Aesov were to be give the leadership

of Judaism, Judaism would end after they died. Rebecca of course

was right.

I hope and pray that I will always remember the lessonof my Bar Mitzva
and alwaye tvy to lead a life which is both good privately and pubdliely,
& whole life, & life which is not marked by hypocrisy or double-
dealing. May I grow up to be a oredit to my mother, my family, my
religion and my country.

At this time I would like to thamk my mother for all the love and
devotion she has given to me, I would also like to thanKRabbi

Rndin-tﬂfor preparing me for my Bar Mitsva and all of you for coming
to help celebrate this simcha with me AMEN




